
AGENDA 
GIG HARBOR PARKS COMMISSION 

Wednesday, April 1, 2026, 5:30 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/92140715051 
Call-in: (253) 215-8782 Meeting ID: 9921 4071 5051 

I. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: March 4, 2026

III. PUBLIC COMMENT

IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS
a. 7601 Soundview Stormwater Park Feasibility Study Update
b. Parks Appreciation Day Planning
c. Txʷaalqəł Conservation Area Loop Trail Naming Discussion

V. PARKS DIVISION UPDATE – Parks Manager Jennifer Haro

VI. COMMISSIONER REPORTS & COMMENTS

VII. ADJOURN

Next Regular Meeting: Wed., May 6, 5:30pm 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/92140715051


MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR PARKS COMMISSION MEETING 

Wednesday, March 4, 2026 - 5:30 p.m. 
Civic Center Community Rooms 

 
CALL TO ORDER/ ROLL CALL: Chair Louise Tieman called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. Vice 
Chair Hanley Bonynge, Commissioners Stace Gordon, Kim Anderson and Andrew Peabody were 
present. Commissioners Larry Johns and Guy Magnus were absent 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the February 4, 2026 meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: online viewer Larry Bleich asked to confirm PAD information 

DISCUSSION  ITEMS: 

 
A. Parks Appreciation Day Planning 

 
Commissioners discussed the 2026 Parks Appreciation Day, including details about PenMet Parks 
creating the flyer and signup form, confirmed which Gig Harbor parks will be included (Wilkinson, 
Soundview Forest and Grandview Forest), the date and time of the event (Saturday May 2, 9am-
12pm) and which Commissioners are available that day ad the parks they will be assigned to. 
 

B. Park Use permit fee recommendation 
 
Commissioners conversed about program details and parameters, as well as ideas to add to the 
application such as clause to clean up after themselves, suggest the applicant list how many uses 
they expect, potentially asking for additional insurance, and what would make it easiest for COGH 
employees to track. The recommendation has been put on hold until next meeting. 
 

C. Parks Volunteer program discussion 
 
Different options were discussed about what the Park Volunteer program could look like, including 
adding sponsors, quick education segments prior to work being completed, the Parks Commissioners 
potentially filling in for COGH staff for volunteer days, designating certain parks in the program and 
receiving 1 “refresh” per year, etc. Further discussion and program evaluation are needed. 

 

PARKS DIVISION UPDATES: 

Parks Manager Jennifer Haro updated the commission about numerous ongoing items, including the 
Soundview Forest tree removal project getting close to execution, where 18 dead or diseased trees will be 
removed, as well as updates regarding the Stormwater Park Feasibility study and the grant received, as 
well as updates about ongoing vandalism at Doris Heritage Park. 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS & COMMENTS:  

Inquired about CCP historical study and the renaming of Anich to Alan Anderson boathouse. 

 
ADJOURN: 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m. Next Regular meeting: Wed., April 1, 5:30 PM 

Scott Keely -Public Works Assistant- Parks 



 

 

Memorandum 
 
TO:   Parks Commission 
FROM:  Jennifer Haro, Parks Manager 
DATE:  3/26/2026 
SUBJECT: Soundview Stormwater Park Feasibility Study 
 
 
The city received a grant from the Washington State Department of Ecology for 
$110,000 to conduct a feasibility study for a stormwater park at the property at 7601 
Soundview Drive.  The grant does not have any matching requirements.  
 
The city is in the process of contracting with Parametrix, which has a lot of experience 
with stormwater parks, a relatively new concept.  
 
At the April 1 meeting, Michael Abboud, the city’s NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System) Coordinator, will give a presentation about the proposal and gather 
input from the parks commission on any elements they would like to see included in the 
facility proposal. 



 

 

TO:  Parks Commission 
 
FROM: Jennifer Haro, Parks Manager 
 
DATE:  April 1, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Naming Request: Loop Trail in txʷaalqəł Conservation Area 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The city is moving toward opening the existing loop trail located in the txʷaalqəł 
Conservation Area soon, and the trail is in need of a name.  
 
As part of the purchase and sale agreement for the property,  known as Phase 2 of the 
Conservation Area, part of the park was to be named for the former property owner, 
Richard H. Shaw. 
 
A Naming Rights Agreement was executed on January 25, 2023. The larger 
Conservation Area was named txʷaalqəł Conservation Area, after a public process, so 
another naming opportunity needed to be identified. Mr. Shaw passed away in October 
2023. It was suggested that the trail on Phase 2 be named after Mr. Shaw, and the 
family is agreeable to that.  
 
Staff recommends naming the 0.6 mile loop trail on Phase 2 of the txʷaalqəł 
Conservation Area the “Richard H. Shaw Loop Trail,” prior to its opening this spring, and 
is looking or a recommendation for consideration by city council  
 
 
 
Attachments: 
Naming Rights Agreement 
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