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AGENDA FOR GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday, January 25, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.  

 
Due to public health concerns, this meeting will be accessible by phone by dialing (253) 215-8782 and 
entering the Meeting ID 985 6432 0175 or through Zoom at: https://zoom.us/s/95827830120 

Comments are only allowed during designated portions of the meeting. To speak during the meeting, 
press the Raise Hand button near the bottom of your Zoom window or press *9 on your phone. Please 
refrain from “raising your hand” until the Mayor has announced that he has opened the public comment 
portion of the meeting. 

Your name or the last four digits of your phone number will be called out when it is your turn to speak. 
When using your phone to call in, you may need to press *6 to unmute yourself. All speakers will have 
up to three minutes to speak.  

Instead of speaking live, you may submit comments in writing before the meeting. Your input / 
questions must be provided to the City Clerk by 3:00 p.m. on Monday afternoon. All written comments 
must be able to be read in 3 minutes or less to be included in the record and have the title: FOR 
PUBLIC COMMENT included. Send comments to: mtowslee@gigharborwa.gov.  Written comments will 
be read during the appropriate agenda item.  

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL:  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

1. Approval of Council Minutes a) January 11, 2021 
2. Receive and File: a) Harbor History Museum Year End Report; b) Catholic Schools Week 

Proclamation; c) 4th Quarter Finance Report; d) Parks Commission Minutes Dec. 2, 2020; e) 
City Council Study Session Jan. 7, 2021; f) Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Jan. 6, 2021 

3. Burnham Drive Half-Width Roadway Improvements Ph. 1 Design and Permitting – Contract 
Amendment #1/David Evans and Associates  

4. Appointment of City Council Standing Committees  
5. Approval of Vouchers for January 25, 2021: Checks #94498 through #94622 and ACH 

payments in the amount of $794,147.20 
 
PRESENTATION:  

1. Wastewater Treatment Plant Outstanding Performance Award – Jeff Langhelm 
2. Pierce Transit Bus and Trolley Update – Ryan Wheaton, Pierce Transit Director of 

Planning and Community Development  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  Catholic Schools Week Proclamation 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:   Harbor Hill Maintenance Association No. 1 Report 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 

 

 

https://zoom.us/s/95827830120
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mailto:mtowslee@gigharborwa.gov


 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Updates to Title 15 Building and Construction 
a) Report: Building Official Paul Rice 
b) Clarifying questions from Council 
c) Public Comment 
d) Council deliberation and action 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Election of Mayor Pro Tempore 
a) Report: Mayor Kit Kuhn 
b) Clarifying questions from Council 
c) Public Comment 
d) Council deliberation and action 

STAFF REPORT: None. 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS / COMMENTS: 
1. Public Works Committee: Tue. Jan. 12 – Councilmember Franich  
2. Boards and Candidate Review: Tue. Jan. 19 – Councilmember Woock 
3. Intergovernmental Affairs: Mon. Jan. 25 – Councilmember Denson  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1. Mayor and Council Retreat – Wed. Jan. 27 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
2. Planning / Building Committee: Mon. Feb. 1 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Americans with Disabilities (ADA) accommodations provided upon request. Those requiring special 
accommodations please contact the City Clerk at (253) 853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
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MINUTES FOR GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, January 11, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.  

Due to public health concerns, this meeting was held remotely. 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL:  Mayor Kuhn called the meeting to order and called roll.  
Those present: Councilmembers Abersold, Denson, Franich, Himes, Markley, Rodenberg and 
Woock.  

Staff present:  City Administrator Bob Larson, Community Development Director Katrina 
Knutson, Chief Kelly Busey, Finance Director Dave Rodenbach, Public Works Director Laura 
Pettitt, Building Official Paul Rice, Court Administrator Stacy Colberg, City Clerk Molly 
Towslee, Assistant City Clerk Josh Stecker, and City Attorney Daniel Kenny. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA:  There were none. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
1. Approval of Council Minutes a) December 14, 2020;  and b) Special Meetings Dec. 14 and Dec.

28, 2020
2. Receive and File: a) City Council Study Session Minutes (December 16); b) Finance & Safety

Committee Meeting Minutes (December 21); c) Parks Commission Meeting Minutes (November
4);  d) Planning Commission Minutes (Nov. 19); e) Planning/Building Committee Meeting Minutes
(Dec. 7); f) Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Minutes (Nov. 23)

3. Resolution 1195 – Astound Broadband Telecommunications Franchise Agreement Change of
Control

4. Purchase Authorization – Vactor Truck
5. Approval of Payroll for the month of December: Checks #8236 through #8243 and direct deposit

transactions in the total amount of $729,649.49
6. Approval of Vouchers for December 28, 2020: Checks #94327 through 94422 and ACH payments

in the amount of $493,400.59
7. Approval of Vouchers for January 11, 2021: Checks #94423 through #94497 and ACH payments

in the amount of $830,317.31

MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda as presented 
Franich / Himes – unanimously approved 

PRESENTATION: City Forms of Government.  Mayor Kuhn introduced Michael Wilson, 
Retired City Manager/City Administrator and Former Board Member of AWC and MRSC. Mr. 
Wilson shared information on his experience with both City Manager and City Administrator 
forms of Government. He addressed questions and comments.  

At the completion of the presentation and discussion, Councilmember Woock requested that a 
resolution be brought forward to put the change to a Council – Manager form of government on 
the April ballot.  A point of order called by Councilmember Franich led to the determination that 
this action would more appropriately occur under the council comment portion of the meeting. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Kuhn reported that there was a MRSC presentation to Council on 
the forms of Government last Thursday, the 7th of January and the public can listen to the 
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recording from the city website. MRSC said that 71% of the cities our size in Washington have 
our form of Government. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 

Jeff Katke – 7521 Soundview Drive NW.  Mr. Katke shared several reasons he believes that the 
strong mayor form of government is best for Gig Harbor. The system of checks and balances of 
a strong mayor and council form of government is good for the citizens. The Council-Manager 
form is management by committee and a bad idea. It’s better for the employees to report to one 
person, not a council. He believes the citizens should be able to choose the city’s leader. He 
urged council to vote no on the Council-Manager form of government. 
 
Robert Soltis – 4819 Old Stump Drive.  Mr. Soltis said as the city grows the problems become 
more complex; the city must evolve to keep up. The elected council sets policy, priorities, 
approves budgets to ensure the city is well-run.  The city needs a professional manager with the 
autonomy to implement council decisions and to manage the day-to-day operations. Mr. Soltis 
spoke to the complex regional role this city plays and recommended moving in the direction of 
a seasoned professional manager. 
 
Administrator Larson read the following comments submitted in writing; 
 
Lynn and Jamie Stevenson – 7604 Hill Drive.   We believe this is an inappropriate time to be 
considering such a radical redesign of our city’s infrastructure. Currently, every citizen is 
dealing with the consequences of the global COVID pandemic that is raging worse than ever. 
As a result, distributing information is more complicated and it is impossible for citizens to 
congregate and have open, transparent discussions. We feel very strongly that a decision like 
this demands focused input from the public at large, and request that you reschedule this 
discussion for a more appropriate time, post-pandemic.  

Matthew Rice 9302 Goodman Drive.  Mr. Rice said that elected officials often serve with great 
sacrifice and often with great criticism. An elected "strong mayor,” is responsive to the voters, 
and is the best model for town and city government.  The elected mayor’s skills may need 
enhancement, but the key is that the voters decide who can be mayor, just as it decides the 
city council.  A “weak mayor” form of government can lead to partisan politics and special 
interests served. A “strong mayor” allows for a balance of power.  The city can set thresholds 
for mayoral candidates, politic for best candidates, budget for appropriate training and 
assistance, and work together for a responsive and accountable government. 

Mary Kazlusky – Heron’s Key.  Ms. Kazlusky says she fully supports the efforts of the 
community ad-hoc committee seeking to rename the Austin Estuary area next to the Harbor 
History Museum to Twalwacut Park.  This would belatedly honor the original residents of the 
Gig Harbor waterfront, the Sxʷəbabč, a band of the Puyallup Tribe who lived on this spot in a 
village called Twalwacut.  I also support the addition of the Austin name to the Donkey Creek 
Park area (i.e., The Austin Mill at Donkey Creek) to continue to honor one of the leading 
families in the logging industry which contributed to our heritage here in Gig Harbor. 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

Consent Agenda  - 1 
Page 2 of 4

avca:8a4e41d3-e955-4bd3-947c-75df79711aec@00:45:06
avca:8a4e41d3-e955-4bd3-947c-75df79711aec@00:45:12
avca:8a4e41d3-e955-4bd3-947c-75df79711aec@00:46:30
avca:8a4e41d3-e955-4bd3-947c-75df79711aec@00:51:12
avca:8a4e41d3-e955-4bd3-947c-75df79711aec@00:53:33
avca:8a4e41d3-e955-4bd3-947c-75df79711aec@00:54:39
avca:8a4e41d3-e955-4bd3-947c-75df79711aec@00:57:00
avca:8a4e41d3-e955-4bd3-947c-75df79711aec@00:57:56


Page 3 of 4 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. First Reading of Ordinance – Updates to Title 15 Building and Construction.  
Building Official Paul Rice presented this ordinance to adopt updates to the State Building 
Code that occur every three years. He answered questions.   
 
There were no public comments. This will return at the next meeting for second reading. 

2. Well No. 3 Public Works Contract Award.  Works Director Jeff Langhelm shared the 
background for a contract to drill a replacement production well. He answered questions. 
 
MOTION: Move to award and authorize the Mayor to execute a Public Works Contract with 

Tacoma Pump & Drilling Co. Inc., in an amount not to exceed $948,896.65 for 
Well No. 3A Reconstruction, and authorize the City Engineer to approve 
additional expenditures up to $75,000 to cover any cost increases that may result 
from contract change orders. 

 Woock / Rodenberg –approved 7/0 
3. Resolution 1196 – Quarterly Budget Objective Update Policy. Councilmember Woock 

provided information for this policy to provide a quarterly budget objective report. Council 
deliberated. City Administrator Larson described that this would be in addition to the other 
reports regularly shared with council. 
 
MOTION: Move to approve Resolution 1196 
  Woock / Markley – six voted yes. Councilmember Himes abstained 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
Tourism / Communications Director Laura Pettitt reported that the Lodging Tax Advisory 
Committee is supportive of the allocation of $5000 to be used for an updated catalogue of city 
art. The committee wants the catalogue to include all public art; not just city owned. They also 
want to include public art just outside the city limits. 

 
COUNCIL REPORTS / COMMENTS: 

1. Finance & Safety Committee: Dec. 21. Councilmember Rodenberg said that HR 
Director Kameil Borders presented information on reported OSHA claims. They also 
addressed the employee survey comments on the city’s response to COVID-19. 
  

2. Planning & Building Committee: Jan. 4.  Councilmember Himes reported they discussed 
the 2021 Annexation Feasibility Study, the Buildable Lands Report, and the state’s Growth 
Management Act. He said these are all inter-related and make clear the need to move forward 
on the annexation study. 
 

3. Parks Commission: Jan. 6.  Councilmember Abersold said they received an update 
from the Restoring a Park Name Ad Hoc Committee and discussed the 2021 Parks 
Commission Work Plan; the process to hire a Parks Manager, and the process to appoint sub-
committees. 
 

4. Intergovernmental Affairs Committee: Jan. 6. Councilmember Denson reported that they 
had a productive conversation with Representative Caldier on the transportation request 
related to congestion on Highway 16 and the RCO grant request for the Sports Complex. The 
lobbyists reported on the upcoming legislative session and will let us know about opportunities. 
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5. Mayor Kuhn asked for Councilmembers to weigh in on whether they would like to 
change committees. Each took turns saying they would like to remain on their committees 
through 2021. 

Councilmember Woock shared comments on the staff turnover the past three years. She made 
a request to bring forward a resolution at the next council meeting to place a change to the 
Council-Manager form of government for the citizens to vote on the special election ballot on 
April 27. 

There was clarification on the rules of procedures to place a resolution on the agenda and the 
Mayor and Councilmembers deliberated this action. 
 
MOTION: Bring back a resolution at the next council meeting to place a change to the 

Council-Manager form of government for the citizens to vote on the special 
election ballot on April 27. 

  Woock / Rodenberg – roll call vote: 

Markley – nay; Franich – nay; Woock – aye; Denson – aye; Himes – nay; Rodenberg – aye; 
Abersold – nay.  Motion failed 4-3 

Councilmember Markley thanked our Washington State Legislators for the challenges they will 
face in the upcoming virtual session, adding that her thoughts and prayers are with them. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1. Public Works Committee - Tuesday, January 12 at 3:00 p.m. 
2. City Council Study Session - Thursday, January 14 at 3:00 p.m. 
3. Martin Luther King Jr. Day – City Offices Closed January 18 
4. Board & Commission Candidate Review Committee – Tuesday, January 19 at 3:00 p.m. 
5. Intergovernmental Affairs Committee – Monday, January 25 at 4:00 p.m. 
6. Mayor and Council Retreat – Wed. January 27 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN 
 
MOTION: Move to adjourn at 7:33 p.m. 
  Franich / Markley – unanimously approved 
 
 
______________________________  _____________________________ 
Mayor Kit Kuhn     Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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Visitor Attendance Report 2020 (Qtr 1-4 FINAL) 

From: HARBOR HISTORY MUSEUM (12/31/20) 

To: CITY OF GIG HARBOR 

CATEGORIES QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4 TOTAL 2020 

TOTAL VISITORS 2368 0 – COVID 
CLOSURES 

412 
COVID IMPACT 

351 
COVID IMPACT 

3131 

ADULT 
RESIDENT 

196 0 68 73 323 

SR/MILITARY 
RESIDENT 

27 0 11 8 43 

CHILD/YOUTH 
RESIDENT 

108 0 15 31 153 

ADULT VISITOR 587 0 100 136 818 

SR/MILITARY 
VISITOR 

78 0 24 7 107 

CHILD/YOUTH 
VISITOR 

112 0 28 26 166 

HHM 
MEMBERS/ 
RENTALS/NonD 

1260 0 166 70 1486 

ZIP CODE 
REPORT 

# OUT OF STATE 240 0 37 36 316 

# OUT OF 
COUNTRY 

2 0 0 0 2 

# WA State 866 (380 
local) 

0 260 (151 local) 267 (158 local) 1377 

# WA out of area 486 0 93 113 692 

Total 2020 Admission Count: 3131 (excluding web and Zoom users) 

Grant Amount $30,000 (COVID IMPACT – We saw attendance drop by 9800 people from 2019) 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 
OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 

WHEREAS, Catholic schools in Washington and across the nation are celebrating National Catholic 
Schools Week from Sunday, January 24, through Saturday, January 30, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the Catholic schools in the state of Washington have educated many students in 
preparation for their responsibilities as residents of this state and members of society; and 

WHEREAS, the Catholic schools in the state of Washington currently provide students with an education 
that emphasizes the formation of moral values and commitment to community service;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT I, Kit Kuhn, Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor, hereby 
declare the week of January 24 through January 30, 2021 as 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Gig Harbor to be 
affixed this 25th day of January, 2021. 

 Kit Kuhn, Mayor  Date 
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR PARKS COMMISSION  

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 – 5:30 p.m. 
Virtual Meeting 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

Present (via teleconference): 

Mayor Kit Kuhn  

Parks Commission Members: Chair Ben Coronado, Vice Chair Mary Barber, Louise 
Tieman, Sara McDaniel, Nicole Hicks, Ben Lieurance, Roger Henderson 

Staff: Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm, Public Works Assistant Terri Garrison 

MOTION:  Move to allow Public Comment to each agenda item 

Coronado / Barber – motion passed unanimously 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Approval of November 4, 2020 Parks Commission Meeting Minutes 

MOTION:  Move to approve the November 4, 2020 Parks Commission Minutes 

Barber / Tieman – motion passed unanimously 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Restoring Parks Name Discussion – Mayor Kuhn provided some background on the
proposal to restore some recognition to the Native Americans.  In July, Mayor Kuhn
brought forward to City Council his idea a restoring a name of something significant in
Gig Harbor like a park back to the Native American name. An Ad Hoc group was
created to look further into this idea.

Jennifer Keating of the Puyallup Tribe of Indians and Commissioner Tieman provided a
presentation on the Twalwacut village site name restoration initiative in honor of the
Gig Harbor Band of Puyallup.  They provided historical locations where the sxwəbabš
band of Puyallup lived in three connected Gig Harbor areas: Donkey Creek/Austin
Estuary, Crescent Creek and Wollochet.  The Ad Hoc Committee’s recommendation
for restoring the name was at Austin Estuary, with Donkey Creek being a second
choice out of respect for the lumber community/history, and thirdly Crescent Creek
Park.  The Parks Commission discussed the location choices and generally supported
restoring the name at Austin Estuary but expressed concerns with honoring the Austin
family.

Public Comment:
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Katie Russell, 9210 149th Street NW, spoke in support storing the name of Twalwacut 
to Austin Estuary and suggested reaching out to the Austin family. 

Paul Kadzik, 3518 Harborview Drive, former Councilmember, provided some history of 
the Austin name is in support of restoring the Twalwacut name and provided 
comments in support of the early history and for a plaque showing the history, and felt 
it is the perfect time and place for this. 

Jason LaFontaine, 29727 3rd Ave S., Federal Way, the Program Manager for Native 
American Education Program for Peninsula School District.  He supported the history 
and culture for students and strongly supports restoring the name to honor the past 
and educating the future residents. 

Dennis Day, 4964 Admiral Street, felt Austin Estuary is the perfect site and would be a 
tourist draw and great economic opportunity. 

Jill Neumeister, 4218 68th St Ct., provided written comments in support of restoring the 
name of a park to its original sxwəbabš name. 

MOTION:  Move to present the Restoring the Name Project at the next Parks Commission 
meeting on January 6th and have that serve as the public hearing for this project.   

Tieman / Coronado – motion passed unanimously 

PRESENTATION:  Claire Martin, Leafline Trails Coalition Manager and Brianne Blackburn, 
Planner and Coordinator for Pierce County Parks provided a presentation on the Coalition’s 
mission to connect trails and communities across central Puget Sound.  They are seeking in-
kind participation from surrounding agencies. 

MOTION:  Move to explore requesting membership and investigate how to join and 
provide what support we could. 

Henderson / Coronado – motion was tabled 

MOTION:  Move to nominate Roger Henderson as our representative to the Leafline Trails 
Coalition to explore opportunities to work together. 

Barber / Tieman – motion passed unanimously 

Eric Guenther, Special Project Manager with PenMet Parks, gave an update on the 
Cushman Trail connection around their proposed new recreation center.  Eric also 
suggested connecting with the Forever Green Trails group. 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Parks Commission Work Plan – Public Works Committee Update – Public Works 
Director Langhelm provided an update on the proposed changes that the Public Works 
Committee recommended for the work plan.  Next step is to provide the revised work 
plan to City Council on December 14, 2020 for adoption. 
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PARKS UPDATE REPORT – Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm provided an update on 
the status of current park projects/proposals.  Photos of the finished Honoring Project 
art were shared 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

ADJOURN 

MOTION:  Move to adjourn at 7:46 p.m. 

Tieman / Lieurance - Motion passed unanimously 
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MINUTES FOR GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

Due to public health concerns, this meeting was held remotely. 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL:  Mayor Kuhn called the meeting to order and called 
roll.  Those present: Councilmembers Abersold, Denson, Franich, Himes, Markley, 
Rodenberg and Woock.  

Staff present:  City Administrator Bob Larson, City Clerk Molly Towslee, Assistant City 
Clerk Josh Stecker, and City Attorney Daniel Kenny. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

MRSC Presentation: City Forms of Government – MRSC Executive Director Tracy 
Burrows and MRSC Consultant Andrew Neiditz gave an overview of the different forms 
of city government. Council discussed the differences between Council-Mayor and 
Council-Manager forms of government. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Council went into Executive Session to discuss potential litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i) for 30 minutes at 5:05 p.m. No action was expected to be taken after the 
executive session. 

At 5:35 p.m. Molly Towslee announced that the Executive Session was being extended 
for 10 minutes. At 5:46 p.m. Molly Towslee announced that the Executive Session was 
being extended for 10 minutes. At 5:57 p.m. Molly Towslee announced that the 
Executive Session was being extended for 5 minutes.  

Council returned to open session at 6:04 p.m. 

ADJOURN: There was no further discussion and the meeting adjourned at 6:04 p.m. 
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MINUTES 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Special Meeting 

January 6, 2021 – 12:00 p.m. 

Call to Order: Chair Robyn Denson called the meeting to order. Committee members 
Le Rodenberg and Tracie Markley were present at roll call; City Staff: City Administrator 
Bob Larson and Assistant City Clerk Joshua Stecker; Gordon Thomas Honeywell 
Lobbyists: Josh Weiss and Annika Vaughn. 

Discussion Items: 

1. Review of 2021 Legislative Agenda with Rep. Michelle Caldier – The
committee presented the city’s 2021 Legislative Agenda to Rep. Caldier. The
committee discussed potential funding options for transportation and recreation
projects. They also discussed issues related to affordable housing, the Growth
Management Act and the Open Public Meetings Act.

2. Legislative Session Processes and Procedures – Josh Weiss and Annika
Vaughn spoke about the process for tracking legislation during the upcoming
session.

Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m. 

Consent Agenda  - 2f 
Page 1 of 1



Business of the City Council 
City of Gig Harbor, WA 

"THI MARIIIMI Clll' 

Subject: Burnham Drive Phase 1 preliminary Dept. Origin: Public Works/Engineering 

Marcos McGraw � 
Project Engineer 

engineering - Professional Services Contract 

Proposed Council Action: Authorize the 
Mayor to execute Amendment #1 to the 
Professional Services Contract with David 
Evans & Associates, Inc. for design and 
permitting of half-width roadway improvements 
and culvert replacement in an amount not to 
exceed $524,345.00. 

Expenditure 
Re uired 

$524,345.00 Amount 
Bud eted 

INFORMATION/BACKGROUND 

Prepared by: 

For Agenda of: January 25, 2021 

Exhibits: Professional Services Contract, 
Amendment #1 
Exhibit A - Scope of Work and 
Exhibit B - Schedule of Rates 

Concurred by Mayor: 

Approved by City Administrator: 

Approved as to form by City Atty: 

Approved by Finance Director: 

Approved by Public Works Director: 

Approved by City Engineer: 

$3,233,000.00 Appropriation 
Re uired 

$0 

City council approved a professional services contract with David Evans and Associates (DEA) to 
provide preliminary engineering services for improvements to the east side of Harborview Drive and 
Burnham Drive. These services consisted of investigation, studies, and exhibits for three roadway 
cross-section alternatives for improvements along one side of the street. City council, during the regular 
meeting on November 9, 2020, selected the preferred alternative as number 3 "combined-use path" with 
replacement of the failed culvert near 95th Street. 

This amendment to the professional services contract directs DEA to proceed with design and permitting 
that are required to prepare plans, specifications, and estimates to advertise the work. 

FISCAL CONS ID ERA TION 

The project is included in the 2021 Budget, under the Street Division Capital Fund as objective 6 
"Burnham Drive Yi-width Roadway Improvements Phase 1 A - Design and Permitting" and under the 
Storm Water Division Capital Fund as objective 4 "Burnham Dr. Culvert Replacement at 95th Street". 
The budgeted amount is $1,933,000.00 of local funds. Grant funding will be considered for completing 
the design and proceeding to construction in 2022. A budget summary is shown in the table below: 
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Gig Harbor 
City Council 
January 25, 2021



2021 Financial Update 
A transit-rich community is a thriving community

• Agency passed a continuing resolution in December

• 85% of agency’s budget dependent on sales tax 

• Ridership and revenue trends through pandemic present new challenges 

• Local transit highlighted as essential service



Bus Stop Balancing Project 

• Increase safety to customers throughout the system

• Improve bus system with greater speed reliability and efficiency

• Public outreach in February

• Stops balanced at September 2021 service

Customer service through efficiency and safety



2019/20 Ridership Activity – City of Gig Harbor

• Two local 
service routes
100, 102

• Seasonal trolley 
route 101

• 63 stops within 
city limits 



March Service Change

• Recovering service to 95% of Pre-Covid service hours

• Focused on recovering Sunday Service Hours and trunk routes

• Route frequency improvements in Gig Harbor:

 Route 101 has two additional trips added for Sundays

 Evening span increased by one trip in each direction 

 120 minute frequency continues on Sundays



Bus Rapid Transit System Update 

• Agency has funded a system-expansion study in 2021 budget

• Estimated to be begin in Spring 2021

• Will inform five-route build out and electrification needs  

 Routes 2, 3, 4, and 402

BRT is expanding in Pierce County



Seasonal Trolley Service

• Operational since 2013

• COVID impacted in 2020

• Anticipated to operate in summer 2021

• Top 2019 Boarding locations include:
 Jerisich Dock/Skansie Park
 Kimball Park and Ride
 Peacock Hill
 Borgen Blvd







City of Gig Harbor
Wastewater Treatment Plant 

2019 Outstanding Performance 
Award




Hard Hat And A Hammer

Alan Jackson

Freight Train

pop

168.89029




Hard Hat And A Hammer

Alan Jackson

Freight Train

pop

168.89029









2019 SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, 

ENGINEERING AND 
MATH (STEAM) 
ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL 
PRESENTATION

























































































Darrell Winans, Supervisor
Jim Landon, Senior Operator
Chuck Roy, Senior Operator

Norine Alvarado, Temporary Senior Operator
John Ozga, Operator 

Brian Fletcher, Operator
James Wilkinson, Operator

Larry Washburn, Collection System Technician
Tye Davis, Maintenance Technician

Nancy Nayer, WWTP Public Works Assistant

WWTP Staff
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ORDINANCE NO. 1451 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO BUILDINGS 
AND CONSTRUCTION; ADOPTING THE  2018 EDITIONS 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, THE 
INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE, THE 
INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE, THE 
INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE, THE 
INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL 
EXISTING BUILDING CODE, THE INTERNATIONAL 
ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE AND THE UNIFORM 
PLUMBING CODE BY REFERENCE; ADOPTING THE 
WASHINGTON STATE HISTORIC BUILDING CODE AND 
THE UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS BY REFERENCE, AS WELL AS 
MAKING CERTAIN CLEAN-UP AMENDMENTS, 
AMENDING GIG HARBOR MUNICIPAL CODE SECTIONS:  
15.06.020, 15.06.030,  15.08.090,  15.08.096,
15.10.040,  15.16.070, 15.16.170,  15.16.171, 
15.16.172; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

________________________________________________________________ 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature adopted the state building code, to 

be effective in all counties and cities in Washington (RCW 19.27.031); and  

WHEREAS, the state building code is comprised of a number of published codes, 

which are adopted by reference in the 2018 editions; and  

WHEREAS, the City needs to adopt the 2018 editions locally, for enforcement 

purposes; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Gig Harbor may adopt local amendments to the building 

code, consistent with chapter 19.27 RCW; and  

Whereas, the City finds that the local amendments contained herein are desirable 

to protect the public;  

Now, therefore: 
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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON, ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS:   
 

 Section 1.   Section 15.06.020 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is amended as 
follows:  
 

15.06.020 State building code adoption. 
The following codes, together with the specifically identified appendices 

and the amendments in the Washington Administrative Code (WAC), First 
Edition (dated November 13, 2015 and as further amended in this title, are 
hereby adopted by reference: 

A. The International Building Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as published by 
the International Code Council, Inc., including Appendix J, and as amended 
pursuant to Chapter 51-50 WAC; 

B. The International Residential Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as published by 
the International Code Council, Inc., including Appendix Chapter G as amended 
pursuant to Chapter 51-51 WAC; 

C. The International Mechanical Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as published by 
the International Code Council, Inc., including Appendix A, as amended pursuant 
to Chapter 51-52 WAC; 

D. The International Fuel Gas Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as published by 
the International Code Council, Inc., as amended pursuant to Chapter 51-52 
WAC; 

E. The International Fire Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as published by the 
International Code Council, Inc., including Appendix Chapters B, C, F, I and J, as 
amended pursuant to Chapter 51-54A WAC; 

F. The Uniform Plumbing Code, 2015 2018 Edition, published by the 
International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, as amended 
pursuant to Chapter 51-56 WAC, including Appendix Chapters A, B, and I; 

G. The International Existing Building Code, 2015 2018 Edition, as 
published by the International Code Council, Inc., including Appendix Chapter A; 

H. The Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, 1997 
Edition, published by the International Conference of Building Officials; 

I. The International Energy Conservation Code, Commercial, 2015 2018 
Edition, as published by the International Code Council, and as amended 
pursuant to Chapter 51-11C WAC; 

J. The International Energy Conservation Code, Residential, 2015 2018 
Edition, as published by the International Code Council, and as amended 
pursuant to Chapter 51-11R WAC.  
 
Section 2.   Section 15.06.030 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is deleted in its 

entirety: 
 
15.06.030 Code conflicts. 
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In cases of conflict among the codes enumerated in GHMC 15.06.020(A), (B), 
(C) and (D), the first-named code shall govern over those following. 
 
Section 3.   Section 15.08.090 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is amended as 

follows: 
 
15.08.090 Amendment to IBC Section 1011.1 1013.1 
 

Section 1011.1 1013.1 of the IBC is amended as follows: 

1011.1 1013.1 Where required. Exit and exit access doors shall be marked 
by an approved exit sign readily visible from any direction of egress travel. 
The path of egress travel to exits and within exits shall be marked by readily 
visible exit signs to clearly indicate the direction of egress travel in cases 
where the exit or the path of egress travel is not immediately visible to the 
occupants. Intervening means of egress doors within exits shall be marked by 
exit signs. Exit sign placement shall be such that no point in an exit access 
corridor or exit passageway is more than 100 feet (30,480 mm) or the listed 
viewing distance for the sign, whichever is less, from the nearest visible exit 
sign. 

Exceptions: 

1. Main exterior exit doors or gates that are obviously and clearly identifiable 
as exits need not have exit signs where approved by the building official. 

2. Exit signs are not required in occupancies in Group U and individual 
sleeping units or dwelling units in Group R-1, R-2 and R-3. 

3. Exit signs are not required in sleeping areas in occupancies in Group I-3. 

4. In occupancies in Groups A-4 and A-5, exit signs are not required on the 
seating side of vomitories or openings into seating areas where exit signs are 
provided in the concourse that are readily apparent from the vomitories. 
Egress lighting is provided to identify each vomitory or opening within the 
seating area in an emergency. 

Section 4.   Section 15.08.096 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is deleted in its 
entirety: 
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15.08.096 Amendment to IBC Section 3409.2, Exception 3. 
Section 3409.2, Exception 3 of the IBC is amended as follows: 
3. Designated as historic under an approved state or local preservation program. 
 
 
Section 5.  Subsection R109.1.6, Energy efficiency inspection, of Section 

15.10.040 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is amended as follows: 
 
15.10.040 Amendment to IRC Section R109.1. 
 

Section R109.1 of the IRC is amended as follows: 
 
    *** 
R109.1.6 Energy efficiency inspection. Inspections shall be made to determine 
compliance with the International Energy Conservation Code, Residential, 2015 
2018 Edition (Chapter 51-11R WAC); and shall include, but not be limited to, 
inspections for: envelope insulation R and U values, fenestration U value, duct 
system R value, and HVAC and water-heating equipment efficiency. 

  
***    

 

Section 6. Section 15.16.170 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is amended as 
follows: 

  15.16.070 Amendment to IFC Section 202. 

Section 202 of the IFC is amended to read as follows: 

The following definitions and abbreviations are added to those found in Article 
Chapter 2 of the International Fire Code: 

1. “AWWA” means the American Water Works Association. 

2. “Dead-end main” means a water main over 50 feet long and not being fed 
from both ends at the time of installation. 

3. “Expanding water system” means an approved, expanding water system 
which is undertaking new construction (definition follows) to provide water 
service to additional service connections. Any expanding water system shall 
install facilities sized to meet the necessary minimum design criteria for area 
being served. The expanding system shall show by plans submitted by a 
registered professional engineer how fire flow, if required, is to be provided 
and the plan shall be approved by the City of Gig Harbor. 
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4. Fire Code Official. The Building Official/Fire Marshal of the City of Gig 
Harbor or other designated authority charged with the administration and 
enforcement of the code or a duly authorized representative. 

5. Fire Department is Pierce Co. Fire District No. 5. 

6. Primary Fire Department Access Road. Means any road required to 
provide access to the front or main entry side of a property or structure. 

7. “Private hydrant” means a fire hydrant situated and maintained to provide 
water for firefighting purposes with restrictions as to use. The location may be 
such that it is not readily accessible for immediate use by the fire department 
for other than certain private property. 

8. “Public hydrant” means a fire hydrant so situated and maintained as to 
provide water for firefighting purposes without restriction as to use for the 
purpose. The location is such that it is accessible for immediate use of the fire 
department for all nearby property. 

9. Secondary Fire Department Access Road. Means any on-site access road 
required to provide access to remote areas of a property or structure. 

10. “Substantial alteration” is any alteration, where the total cost of all 
alterations (including but not limited to electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and 
structural changes) for a building or facility within any 12-month period 
amounts to 60 percent or more of the current assessed value established by 
the Pierce County Assessors Office. 

11 10. “Water authority” and “purveyor” means the city public works 
department, a water district, or other body legally supplying water in the area 
and approved by the city. 

12 11. “Yard system” means any extension from a transmission main and/or 
water main onto a development site. 

13 12. COVERED BOAT MOORAGE is a pier or system of floating or fixed 
access ways to which vessels on water may be secured and any portion of 
which are covered by a roof. 
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14 13. DRAFT CURTAIN is a structure arranged to limit the spread of smoke 
and heat along the underside of the ceiling or roof. 

15 14. FLOAT is a floating structure normally used as a point of transfer for 
passengers and goods, or both, for mooring purposes. 

16 15. GRAVITY-OPERATED DROP OUT VENTS are automatic smoke and 
heat vents containing heat-sensitive glazing designed to shrink and drop out 
of the vent openings when exposed to fire. 

17 16. MARINA is any portion of the ocean or inland water, either naturally or 
artificially protected, for the mooring, servicing or safety of vessels and shall 
include artificially protected works, the public or private lands ashore, and 
structures or facilities provided within the enclosed body of water and ashore 
for the mooring or servicing of vessels or the servicing of their crews or 
passengers. 

18 17. PIER is a structure built over the water, supported by pillars or piles, 
and used as a landing place, pleasure pavilion or similar purpose. 

19 18. VESSEL is watercraft of any type, other than seaplanes on the water, 
used or capable of being used as a means of transportation. Included in this 
definition are non-transportation vessels such as houseboats and 
boathouses. 

20 19. WHARF is a structure or bulkhead constructed of wood, stone, 
concrete or similar material built at the shore of a harbor, lake or river for 
vessels to lie alongside of, and piers or floats to be anchored to. 

 
Section 7.   Section 15.16.170 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is amended as 

follows: 

15.16.170 Amendment to IFC Section 907.2. 

Section 907.2 of the IFC is amended to read as follows: 

907.2 Where required – new buildings and structures. An approved fire alarm 
system installed in accordance with the provisions of this code and NFPA 72 
shall be provided in new buildings and structures in accordance with Sections 
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907.2.1 through 907.2.23 and provide occupant notification in accordance 
with Section 907.6 5 unless other requirements are provided by another 
section of this code. 

A minimum of one manual fire alarm box shall be provided in an approved 
location to initiate a fire alarm signal for fire alarm systems employing 
automatic fire detectors or waterflow detection devices. Where other sections 
of this code allow elimination of fire alarm boxes due to sprinklers a single 
alarm box shall be installed not more than 5 feet from the entrance to each 
required exit. 

 
Section 8.  
 
  New section 15.16.171 amending IFC Section 907.5.2.3 is hereby added to the 

Gig Harbor Municipal Code as follows: 
 

15.16.071 Amendment to IFC Section 907.5.2.3. 

Section 907.5.2.3 of the IFC is amended to read as follows: 

907.5.2.3 Visible alarms. 
Visible alarm notification appliances shall be provided in accordance with 

Sections 907.5.2.3.1 through 907.5.2.3.3. 
 

Exceptions: 
 

1. Visible alarm notification appliances shall not be required in exits as defined in 
Chapter 2. 

 
2. Visible alarm notification appliances shall not be required in elevator cars. 

 
3.  Visual alarm notification appliances are not required in critical care areas of 
Group I-2 Condition 2 occupancies that are in compliance with Section 907.2.6, 
Exception 2. 
 
Section 9.   Section 15.16.172 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is amended as 

follows: 
 

15.16.172 Amendment to IFC Section 907.5.2.3.2 1 

Section 907.5.2.3.2 1 of the IFC is amended as follows: 
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907.5.2.3.2 1 Employee work areas. Visible alarm notification 
appliances shall be provided in all employee work areas, public use 
areas and common use areas. 
 
Section 10.  Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, 
such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any 
other section, clause or phrase of this Ordinance.  
 

Section 11.  Copies of Codes Filed with City Clerk.  Pursuant to RCW 
35A.12.140, copies of all of the codes adopted by reference in this Ordinance have 
been filed with the City Clerk for use and examination by the public prior to adoption.   

 
          Section 12.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect 5 days after 
passage and publication as required by law but no sooner than the effective date of the 
2018 Washington State Building Code. 
  
PASSED by the City Council and approved by the Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor this 
25th day of January 2021. 
 
      CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      KIT KUHN, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
By: ________________________ 
MOLLY TOWSLEE, City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 
By: ________________________ 
DANIEL P. KENNY 
 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK: 01/04/2021 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 01/25/2021 
PUBLISHED:  02/04/2021 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  02/09/2021 
ORDINANCE NO:  1451 
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