
AGENDA 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION 

Thursday, September 26, 2024 - 3:00 PM  
Community Rooms  

  
This meeting may also be accessed through Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/93216056382 
or by calling (253) 215-8782 and entering Meeting ID 932 1605 6382. 
  

 CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

 DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 1.  Skansie Netshed Foundation Lease Revision Request 
Parks Manager Jennifer Haro 

 2.  Municipal Code Changes Related to Downtown Parking 
Standards 
Senior Planner Jeremy Hammar 

 3.  Automated License Plate Readers (ALPR) Policy Update 
Chief of Police Kelly Busey 

 ADJOURN 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT & DECORUM 

Public comment will be not be accepted at this study session. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES (ADA) ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADA accommodations can be provided upon request. Those requiring special 
accommodations should contact the city clerk at cityclerk@gjgharborwa.gov or (253) 
853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 
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City of Gig Harbor 
City Council Agenda Bill  
   
Meeting Date: September 26, 2024  

 
SUBJECT: Skansie Netshed Foundation Lease Revision Request 

 
SUBMITTED BY: Parks Manager Jennifer Haro 
DEPARTMENT: Public Works PHONE: (253) 853-8253 

 
SUGGESTED MOTION: None. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Skansie Netshed has been closed this season 
due to the stabilization, roofing and painting project that the city has been working on 
over the summer. With the anticipated reopening of the Netshed for regular use, there 
are some changes to the lease that the Skansie Netshed Foundation (SNF) is 
requesting. 
  
Programming hours. The current lease requires 600 hours of public programming by 
the SNF in exchange for their lease rate of $1/year. In staff’s opinion, this requirement 
has not been met. However, there is not a provision in the current lease for accounting 
for hours where the Netshed is open to the public, with volunteer docents available to 
talk to visitors and explain the exhibits to them, or teach them about Croatian 
immigrants and fishing culture. The SNF is proposing a lease adjustment to be able to 
apply three minutes per visitor toward programming hours.  
  
At the September 26 study session, staff will summarize the lease amendment requests 
and ask for any suggested edits. It will then be placed on a regular meeting agenda for 
October.  
  
Insurance. The floors of the historic building are uneven and have some holes, gaps, 
etc. Due to it being listed on the local and national historic registers, permanent 
alterations can’t be made. There was a trip and fall insurance claim made in August 
2022, that the city’s insurance provider (RMSA) denied. As a result, the Skansie 
Netshed Foundation’s insurance paid the claim, and their insurance was subsequently 
canceled. RMSA found, in their denial, that the uneven flooring was out in the open and 
obvious in nature since it was an historic building.  
  
The SNF is proposing a special conditions addendum for any claim arising out of the 
condition of the building. If a claim is caused by negligence of the SNF or a display or 
artifacts, they would be the responsible party. RMSA has provided language that would 
support this, which is included in the draft lease amendment.  

 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION: None. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1.   Netshed Lease - Amendment 4 
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2.   Skansie Netshed Lease - Skansie Netshed Foundation 10-26-15 exp 2035 
3.   SNF Insurance & Programming Memo 4-2024.docx-1 
4.   SNF Programming Clarification-1 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN PRIORITY: Strategic Plan Priority 2 - Ensure sustainable future for 
public services and facilities 
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FOURTH AMENDMENT
TO

LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR AND

SKANSIE NETSHED FOUNDATION
 

 THIS FOURTH AMENDMENT to the Lease Agreement between the City of Gig 
Harbor and the Skansie Netshed Foundation entered into on October 27, 2015, is 
made and entered into as of the date signed below by and between the CITY OF 
GIG HARBOR, a Washington municipal corporation (the “Lessor”), and the 
SKANSIE NETSHED FOUNDATION, a Washington nonprofit corporation 
(“Lessee”), collectively referred to as the “parties.” 

RECITALS 
 WHEREAS, the Lessor currently leases to the Lessee the property located at 
3207 Harborview Drive, Gig Harbor, Washington, which includes the building 
commonly known as the Skansie Netshed. This lease is memorialized in the Lease 
Agreement dated October 27, 2015 (the “Lease Agreement”).  

WHEREAS, the calculations for public programming in the lease do not 
address times where the Netshed is open for the public to walk through and learn 
about the Netshed and local fishing heritage; and

WHEREAS, the Lessor wishes to account for time that volunteer docents 
speak to visitors informally during the Netshed’s open hours; and

WHEREAS, the lease was amended on January 17, 2020 to allow the 
Skansie Netshed Foundation use of the basement of the Skansie House for storage; 
and

WHEREAS, the lease was further amended on April 19, 2023, to allow for the 
consumption of alcohol at public fundraising events at the Netshed; and 

 WHEREAS, the lease was further amended on November 27, 2023 to hold 
harmless the Skansie Netshed Foundation for any claims that happen during city 
events where they city uses the Skansie Netshed, such as the Christmas Tree 
Lighting event; and 

WHEREAS, the Netshed wishes to not be held liable for claims for incidents 
that occur as a result of the condition of the building; and

WHEREAS, after consultation with the Lessor’s insurer, the Lessor would like 
to indemnify and hold harmless the Lessee if claims arise because of the condition 
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of the Skansie Netshed that are not caused by displays or actions of Skansie 
Netshed Foundation members or volunteers; and

WHEREAS, the Lessor will work with the Lessee and Lessor’s insurer to 
provide signage warning of the condition of the floor prior to opening to the public.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises below, the parties 
hereby amend the Lease as follows:  

AMENDMENTS 

Section 4. Use. Section 4 shall be amended as follows:
4. Use.

A.  Lessee shall commit to a minimum of 300 hours of programming in the first full 
calendar (January 1 through December 31) year and a minimum of 400 hours of 
programming, the second full calendar year and a minimum of 600 hours per calendar 
year thereafter.  One hour equals one hour of programming for one participant. During 
open hours, Lessee may calculate three minutes per visitor toward programming hours. 
The purpose of the programming is to pursue for the public’s benefit the interpretation of 
historic and contemporary commercial fishing family cultural heritage. Activities shall 
include, but not be limited to, any combination of three or more of the following maritime 
heritage programs (free or for a fee), unless the City otherwise approves other activities. 

1. The construction, repair and restoration of commercial fishing gear and 
equipment, both historic and contemporary in nature. (Some activities, like net 
construction and the loading and unloading of objects may periodically go 
beyond the confines of the building described in this lease.)

2. Public presentations (e.g. skills demonstrations, oral histories, documentaries, 
guest presenters, visiting cultural tradition bearers and artisans)

3. Heritage tourism.  Lessee agrees to explore the possibility of conducting tours 
aboard historic fishing vessels of Gig Harbor and/or surrounding areas.

4. Documentation projects of fishing families and net shed activities (e.g. still and 
video photography, audio recordings, media coverage to promote Gig Harbor`s 
fishing culture.)
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5. Structured and university accredited internship opportunities for students of 
Historic Preservation, Cultural Sustainability, Museum Studies, Folklore, 
Anthropology and other related disciplines.

6.  Organized seafaring apprenticeships (job training and placement) for those 
interested in learning the skills necessary to qualify for a crew position on 
commercial fishing vessels, thereby helping to sustain the contemporary fishing 
culture (e.g. net mending, rigging, navigation, boat handling, deck duties, fish 
boat cooking, ships caulking, vessel maintenance). 

7.  Fresh fish vending.

B. Lessee will also provide the following for public access and benefit:

1. Year-round interpretive signs and displays. 
2. Observation area(s) where the public can view net construction and educational 

activities from the interior of the building.  Such observation areas shall be open 
to the public when net construction and educational activities are occurring, and 
the lessee shall indicate with exterior signage, clearly visible to the public, that 
the building is open.

3. Retail sales of items related to maritime heritage activities.

Section 17. Insurance Purchased by Lessee. Section 17 shall be amended to add:

D. Special Conditions Addendum. The following special conditions, if any, 
shall apply, and where in conflict with earlier provisions in this Lease shall 
control. If any addendums are noted below, such addendums are 
incorporated herein and made a part of this Lease.

1. Historic Building Conditions. The Premises (Skansie Netshed) is 
registered in the Gig Harbor Historic Register and the National Register 
of Historic Places and is unable to have permanent improvements, 
adjustments, or modifications done. Through the duration of the Lease 
Agreement, the City shall review all claims that occur at the Premises. 
Should the cause of loss be discovered to be due to the structural 
conditions inherent to the historic building, the Lessee shall be held 
harmless and the City’s liability coverage shall be primary and handle 
the loss. 

EXCEPT AS MODIFIED BY THE FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD AMENDMENTS 
OR THIS FOURTH AMENDMENT TO LEASE AGREEMENT, ALL TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS OF THE FOUNDATION LEASE SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE 
AND EFFECT. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Amendment 
effective this _________ day of _________________, 2024.   
 
 
CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 
 
By: ________________________  
Mayor Tracie Markley 

 
SKANSIE NETSHED 
FOUNDATION
 
By: ______________________  
James Franich, President 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:  
 
 
_____________________________ 
City Attorney
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STATE OF WASHINGTON   ) 
       ) ss. 
COUNTY OF PIERCE    )  
 
I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that ________________________ 
is the person who appeared before me, and said person acknowledged that he she 
signed this instrument, on oath stated that he/she was authorized to execute the 
instrument and acknowledged it as the ___________________ (officer) of the Board 
of Directors of Skansie Netshed Foundation to be the free and voluntary act of such 
party for the uses and purposes mentioned in the instrument. 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this _______ day of ___________, 2016. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Printed name:  ______________________ 

NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the 
State of Washington, residing at 
___________________________. 

                     My commission expires: _______. 
 
 
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON   )  
      ) ss. 
COUNTY OF PIERCE    )  
 
 I certify that I know or have satisfactory evidence that Tracie Markley is the 
person who appeared before me, and said person acknowledged that she signed 
this instrument, on oath stated that she was authorized to execute the instrument 
and acknowledged it as the Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor to be the free and 
voluntary act of such party for the uses and purposes mentioned in the instrument. 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this _______ day of ___________, 2023. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
     Printed name:  ______________________ 

NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the    
State of Washington, residing at 
___________________________. 

                     My commission expires: _______. 
  
Second Amendment to Lease 
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TO:   City of Gig Harbor 

FROM: Skansie Netshed Foundation 

DATE:  April 17, 2024 

RE:   Addendum to SNF Lease 

 

 

ADDENDUM #1 

It is SNF’s position that any damages caused by structural conditions that already 

exist in the Netshed fall under the existing exception language in Section 8 of our 

Lease Agreement (bolded below) and that SNF will continue to provide coverage 

that will apply only if it is found that our displays, volunteers or programs are 

directly responsible for causing the claim.  SNF requests clarification language to 

this section of our Lease OR a Letter of Clarification added as an Addendum to our 

Lease Agreement. 

 

 

Skansie Netshed Foundation Lease Agreement - Section 8 

 

Section 8 

 

Indemnification and Waiver. In addition to the indemnification 

obligations in Section 1O herein, Lessee agrees to defend, 

indemnify, and hold harmless the Lessor, its officers, elected 

officials, employees and volunteers harmless from any and all 

claims, injuries, penalties, damages, losses or suits, including 

costs and attorney's fees, arising out of or in connection with the 

performance of this Lease or Lessee's enjoyment of the 

Premises, except for injuries or damages caused solely by 

the negligence of the Lessor, its officers, officials, employees 

and volunteers. In the event of liability for injuries or damages 

which are the result of the concurrent negligence of the 

Lessee and Lessor, each party shall be responsible only to 

the extent of its own negligence. 
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ADDENDUM #2 

Unlike other business models that are limited to small classes, SNF provides 

Programming Hours to the general public the moment guests enter the Netshed.  

Trained Docents offer guided tours using photographs, displays, interpretive 

signage, interactive demonstrations and videos (narratives of our local commercial 

fishermen).  Visitors to the Netshed enter as individuals or in groups ranging from 2 

to 6 people. Our Docent assisted Tours last anywhere from 5 to 30 minutes. Since 

many of our Docents are of Croatian descent, or are retired or active commercial 

fishermen, we share first-hand knowledge of Gig Harbor’s contemporary 

Commercial Fishing Fleet and offer an authentic experience that cannot be 

replicated anywhere.   

(NOTE: See existing language below *** that provides for changes/additions to 

“activities” in our Lease Agreement.) 

SNF proposes adding #4. to Section B under TERM of our Lease Agreement (shown 

in red) below: 

 

Skansie Netshed Foundation Lease - TERM 

 

USE 

 

A. Lessee shall commit to a minimum of 300 hours of programming in the 

first full calendar (January 1 through December 31) year and a 

minimum of 400 hours of programming, the second full calendar year 

and a minimum of 600 hours per calendar year thereafter. One hour 

equals one hour of programming for one participant. The purpose of 

the programming is to pursue for the public's benefit the 

interpretation of historic and contemporary commercial fishing family 

cultural heritage. Activities shall include, but not be limited to, any 

combination of three or more of the following maritime heritage 

programs (free or for a fee), unless the City otherwise approves 

other activities.*** 
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1. The construction, repair and restoration of commercial fishing 
gear and equipment, both historic and contemporary in nature. 
(Some activities, like net construction and the loading and 
unloading of objects may periodically go beyond the confines 
of the building described in this lease.) 

2. Public presentations (e.g. skills demonstrations, oral histories, 
documentaries, guest presenters, visiting cultural tradition 
bearers and artisans) 

3. Heritage tourism. Lessee agrees to explore the possibility of 
conducting tours aboard historic fishing vessels of Gig Harbor 
and/or surrounding areas. 

4.  Documentation projects of fishing families and net shed activities 
(e.g. still and video photography, audio recordings, media 
coverage to promote Gig Harbor's fishing culture.) 

5.  Structured and university accredited internship opportunities 
for students of Historic Preservation, Cultural Sustainability, 
Museum Studies, Folklore, Anthropology and other related 
disciplines. 

6. Organized seafaring apprenticeships (job training and 
placement) for those interested in learning the skills necessary 
to qualify for a crew position on commercial fishing vessels, 
thereby helping to sustain the contemporary fishing culture 
(e.g. net mending, rigging, navigation, boat handling, deck 
duties, fish boat cooking, ships caulking, vessel maintenance). 

7. Fresh fish vending. 

 
B. Lessee will also provide the following for public access and benefit: 

1. Year-round interpretive signs and displays. 

2. Observation area(s) where the public can view net construction 
and educational activities from the interior of the building. Such 
observation areas shall be open to the public when net 
construction and educational activities are occurring, and the 
lessee shall indicate with exterior signage, clearly visible to the 
public, that the building is open. 

3. Retail sales of items related to maritime heritage activities. 
4. All visitors to the Netshed will be greeted by trained Docents 

who educate the public about Gig Harbor’s Maritime History.  
Docent tours are posted on the SNF website and advertised on 
Facebook. Programming Hours will be applied by multiplying 
three minutes times the total number of visitors to the Netshed 
during open hours. 
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. 

 

As part of our Annual Report documentation, Skansie Netshed Docents have been 

tracking the number of visitors to the Netshed since 2015.  We had over 22,000 

visitors during our 2023 Summer Season. 

22,124

Total Visitors in 2023

JUN JUL AUG SEPT
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April 23, 2024 

Jennifer 

As clairification per today’s discussion, Skansie Netshed 
Foundation meets the following three criteria in Section A of 
our Lease (marked in red below). 
Thanks, 

Lita Dawn  
 

 

 

A. Lessee shall commit to a minimum of 300 hours of programming 
in the first full calendar (January 1 through December 31) year and a 
minimum of 400 hours of programming, the second full calendar year 
and a minimum of 600 hours per calendar year thereafter. One hour 
equals one hour of programming for one participant. The purpose of the 
programming is to pursue for the public's benefit the interpretation of 
historic and contemporary commercial fishing family cultural heritage. 
Activities shall include, but not be limited to, any combination of three 
or more of the following maritime heritage programs (free or for a fee), 
unless the City otherwise approves other activities. 

1. The construction, repair and restoration of commercial fishing 
gear and equipment, both historic and contemporary in nature. 
(Some activities, like net construction and the loading and 
unloading of objects may periodically go beyond the confines 

of the building described in this lease.)  We have periodic 
construction and repair of fishing net demonstrations 
that are viewed by visitors during open hours. 

2. Public presentations (e.g. skills demonstrations, oral histories, 
documentaries, guest presenters, visiting cultural tradition 

bearers and artisans) These activities are presented by 
trained Docents during open hours. 

3. Heritage tourism. Lessee agrees to explore the possibility of 
conducting tours aboard historic fishing vessels of Gig Harbor 
and/or surrounding areas. 

4.  Documentation projects of fishing families and net shed activities 
(e.g. still and video photography, audio recordings, media 

coverage to promote Gig Harbor's fishing culture.) Videos 
filmed by local fishermen (commercial fishing and oral 
histories) run continuously during open hours. 

5.  Structured and university accredited internship opportunities 
for students of Historic Preservation, Cultural Sustainability, 
Museum Studies, Folklore, Anthropology and other related 
disciplines. 
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6. Organized seafaring apprenticeships job training and 
placement) for those interested in learning the skills necessary 
to qualify for a crew position on commercial fishing vessels, 
thereby helping to sustain the contemporary fishing culture 
(e.g. net mending, rigging, navigation, boat handling, deck 
duties, fish boat cooking, ships caulking, vessel maintenance). 

7. Fresh fish vending. 

 
B. Lessee will also provide the following for public access and benefit: 

1. Year-round interpretive signs and displays. 
2. Observation area(s) where the public can view net construction 

and educational activities from the interior of the building. Such 
observation areas shall be open to the public when net 
construction and educational activities are occurring, and the 
lessee shall indicate with exterior signage, clearly visible to the 
public, that the building is open. 

3. Retail sales of items related to maritime heritage activities. 

4. ADD NEW LANGUAGE:  All visitors to the Netshed 
will be greeted by trained Docents who educate the 
public about Gig Harbor’s Maritime History.  Docent 
tours are posted on the SNF website and advertised 
on Facebook. Programming Hours will be applied by 
multiplying three minutes times the total number of 
visitors to the Netshed during open hours. 

 

 
C. Record keeping. Lessee promises to provide the City with 

a written report and supporting documentation of the activities performed 
by Lessee during the prior year by March 31 of each year. Lessee shall 
review and reevaluate with the City, at 5-year increments, the Lessee's 
performance of the activities described in Subsection A. In the event 
that Lessee does not perform as required by this section, the City may 
institute the procedures set forth in Section 25 to demand remedy of the 
default and terminate the Lease. 

5. Restoration Work: Reimbursement. Lessee agrees to complete 
the remaining work and capital improvements set forth on Attachment B 
(the "Restoration Work") to the Washington State Historical Society 
Grant Agreement, attached hereto as Exhibit Band incorporated herein 
by this reference (the "Grant"). All Restoration Work must be performed 
in accordance with the terms of the Grant, including the payment of 
prevailing wages where required by law, and must be completed no later 
than June 30, 2017 in order to be eligible for reimbursement. As each 
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of the seven items of Restoration Work are completed, the Lessee shall 
submit an invoice supported by invoices and documentation of the costs 
and proof of payment to the City. The City will reimburse Lessee the 
costs of the Restoration Work where in compliance with the Grant and 
approved for reimbursement by the Washington State Historical 
Society. 

 

6. Rent and Consideration for Lease. 
 

A. Lessee's Lease is specifically conditioned on its 
performance of the activities described in Section 4, "Use", as the 
consideration for the rent of the Premises, and Lessee's failure to timely 
perform those activities may result in termination of the Lease.             

Note: Both “A” and “B” are identified as part of “Section 4, 
Use” in consideration for the rent of the Premises. 
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City of Gig Harbor 
City Council Agenda Bill  
   
Meeting Date: September 26, 2024  

 
SUBJECT: Municipal Code Changes Related to Downtown Parking Standards 

 
SUBMITTED BY: Semior Planner Jeremy Hammar 
DEPARTMENT: Community Development PHONE: (253) 853-7606 

 
SUGGESTED MOTION: None. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: As a follow-up to the council discussion of the topic 
of downtown parking standards during the June 2 and July 11 study sessions, staff is 
presenting draft code language which would change the parking requirement for 
restaurant uses to a square footage-based requirement. This change would help to 
address some of the challenges that new businesses face when looking to locate in Gig 
Harbor.  
  
Also included in the code change is a provision to allow for an applicant to submit a 
parking study for review to determine the parking demand for a use. This provision 
would provide flexibility for applicants in situations where a use is not specifically listed 
in the parking requirements chart found in GHMC 17.72.030, or in situations where the 
requirement does not reflect the true need for parking for a listed use. 

 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION: None. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  
1.   Chapter 17.72 GHMC 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN PRIORITY: Strategic Plan Priority 3 - Maintain small town 
character and historic preservation while growing responsibly 
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Chapter 17.72 

OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS 

Sections: 

17.72.010    Intent. 

17.72.020    Off-street parking design standards. 

17.72.030    Number of off-street parking spaces. 

17.72.040    Off-street loading design requirements. 

17.72.050    Off-street loading berth requirements. 

17.72.060    Joint use of required parking spaces for the downtown business (DB), 

waterfront commercial (WC), general business (B-2), commercial (C-1) and 

residential and business (RB-1) districts abutting Harborview Drive and 

North Harborview Drive and within the View Basin neighborhood design 

area. 

17.72.070    Repealed. 

17.72.075    Special provisions for existing buildings with existing nonresidential uses 

in the downtown business (DB), waterfront commercial (WC), waterfront 

Millville (WM), general business (B-2), commercial (C-1) and residential and 

business (RB-1) districts abutting Harborview Drive and North Harborview 

Drive and within the View Basin neighborhood design area. 

17.72.080    Joint use of required parking spaces for mixed use developments within 

the RB-2, B-1, B-2, C-1, DB, PCD-C, PCD-BP, PCD-NB, ED and MUD zoning 

districts. 

17.72.090    Electric vehicle charging station spaces. 

17.72.010 Intent. 

A.  Off-Street Parking. “Off-street parking” is defined as parking on privately owned property. The 

regulations concerning off-street parking are intended to reduce the need for parking on 

streets and the traffic congestion and hazards caused thereby, and to provide for off-street 

parking adequate to each type of development, both in terms of amount and location. All 

parking space requirements set forth in this chapter shall be met prior to the occupancy of 

buildings and shall be satisfactorily maintained for each use listed in this chapter. 
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B.  Off-Street Loading. To avoid damage to the streets and hazards to the pedestrians and 

congestion on the streets, it is required that spaces in the form of off-street loading berths be 

provided on the same lot as the building to be served by the delivery or loading of goods, and 

that such berths be adequate in size and number to provide the service needed without 

affecting adjacent properties, public streets or public rights-of-way. (Ord. 573 § 2, 1990). 

17.72.020 Off-street parking design standards. 

A.  The off-street parking required for the uses specified herein shall be for use only by the 

automobiles of the residents, employees and customers of the activity served by the off-street 

parking. Required off-street parking spaces shall be unencumbered and available at all times, 

except in cases of joint use specifically allowed by this chapter. 

B.  Off-street parking requirements shall be met on the same lot as the building served by the 

off-street parking or on a lot that is within 500 feet of the building or facility served by the off-

street parking and is specially reserved for the service of such building. Notwithstanding the 

above, off-street parking facilities for independent and separate buildings and uses may be 

provided collectively on a common lot if these facilities are not less than the total requirements 

of the independent and separate uses, and if all other requirements are met. 

C.  All off-street parking spaces shall be at least eight feet in width and at least 18 feet in length, 

both exclusive of access drives, yards, and ramps. Such spaces shall have a vertical clearance of 

at least seven feet. Lines demarcating parking spaces may be drawn at various angles in 

relation to curbs or aisles; provided, that the parking space so created contains within it the 

rectangular area required by this chapter. Parking area aisle widths shall conform to the 

following table, which varies the width requirement according to the angle of parking: 

 Parking Angle 

Aisle 

Width 

0° 30° 45° 60° 90° 

One Way 12' 12' 15' 18' 20' 

Page 59 of 75



 

 

Two Way 19' 20' 21' 23' 24' 

Driveways shall not be less than 12 feet in width for one way traffic and 20 feet in width for two-

way traffic. 

D.  Off-street parking spaces may be located in any required yard unless otherwise indicated in 

GHMC Title 17. 

E.  All off-street parking spaces and access areas shall be surfaced with portland cement 

concrete, asphaltic concrete paving, or permeable paving to the standards established by the 

city including but not limited to the city’s stormwater management and site development 

manual (Chapter 14.20 GHMC). 

F.  All open parking area with four or more parking spaces shall be effectively screened by a 

wall, a fence or landscaping from any institutional or public building and from any property in a 

residential district, pursuant to the requirements in GHMC 17.78.080. (Ord. 1347 § 41, 2016; Ord. 

1307 § 53, 2014; Ord. 1231 § 1, 2012; Ord. 1171 § 1, 2009; Ord. 710 § 71, 1996; Ord. 573 § 2, 1990). 

17.72.030 Number of off-street parking spaces. 

The following is the number of off-street parking spaces required for each of the uses identified 

below: 

Use Required Parking  

Dwelling, single-family Two off-street parking spaces per dwelling unit.3 

Dwelling, duplex Two off-street parking spaces per dwelling unit.3 

Dwelling, triplex One off-street parking space for each studio unit, 1.5 off-street parking spaces for 

each one-bedroom unit, and two off-street parking spaces for units with two or 

more bedrooms.3 

Dwelling, fourplex One off-street parking space for each studio unit, 1.5 off-street parking spaces for 

each one-bedroom unit, and two off-street parking spaces for units with two or 
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Use Required Parking  

more bedrooms.3 

Dwelling, multiple-

family 

One off-street parking space for each studio unit, 1.5 off-street parking spaces for 

each one-bedroom unit, and two off-street parking spaces for units with two or 

more bedrooms.3 

Accessory apartment One off-street parking space per accessory apartment in addition to parking 

required for primary dwelling unit. 

Family day care 

provider 

Two off-street parking spaces. 

Home occupation One off-street parking space in addition to parking required for any other use; two 

parking spaces shall be required if the occupation requires customers or clients to 

visit the premises at any time. 

Adult family home Two off-street parking spaces. 

Independent living 

facility 

One off-street parking space for every four beds based on maximum capacity as 

determined by the International Building Code.1 

Assisted living facility One off-street parking space for every four beds based on maximum capacity as 

determined by the International Building Code.1 

Skilled nursing facility One off-street parking space for every four beds based on maximum capacity as 

determined by the International Building Code.1 

Hospital One off-street parking space for every two beds based on maximum capacity as 

determined by the International Building Code. 

School, primary One off-street parking space for every five seats in the main auditorium or assembly 

room. 
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Use Required Parking  

School, secondary One off-street parking space for every four seats in the main auditorium or 

assembly room, or three off-street parking spaces for every classroom plus one 

additional off-street parking space for each staff member or employee, whichever is 

greater. 

School, higher 

educational 

One off-street parking space for every possible four seats in the classrooms based 

on maximum capacity as determined by the International Building Code. 

School, vocational/trade One off-street parking space for every possible four seats in the classrooms based 

on maximum capacity as determined by the International Building Code. 

Government 

administrative office 

One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Public/private services For libraries: One off-street parking space for every 1,000 square feet of gross floor 

area; for police stations and fire stations: one off-street parking space for every 300 

square feet of gross floor area; for maintenance and storage facilities: one off-street 

parking space for every 1,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

Religious worship, 

house of 

One off-street parking space for every four fixed seats in the facility’s largest 

assembly area. For a fixed seat configuration consisting of pews or benches, the 

seating capacity shall be computed upon not less than 18 linear inches of pew or 

bench length per seat. For a flexible configuration consisting of moveable chairs, 

each seven square feet of the gross floor area to be occupied by such chairs shall be 

considered as a seat. 

Museum One off-street parking space for every 1,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

Community recreation 

hall 

One off-street parking space for every possible four seats in the auditorium(s) and 

assembly room(s) based on maximum capacity as determined by the International 

Building Code. 

Clubs One off-street parking space for each four persons of the building’s maximum 
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Use Required Parking  

seating capacity as determined by the International Building Code. 

Parks Director shall determine the standards to be applied for parking using as a guide the 

uses listed in this section that most closely resemble the uses proposed. 

Essential public facilities Parking required as per underlying use. 

Utilities Director shall determine the standards to be applied for parking using as a guide the 

uses listed in this section that most closely resemble the use proposed. 

Cemetery Off-street parking spaces are required for only office, chapel and indoor assembly 

areas. For office space: one off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of 

gross floor area. For chapel and indoor assembly areas: one off-street parking space 

for every four fixed seats. For a fixed seat configuration consisting of pews or 

benches, the seating capacity shall be computed upon 18 linear inches of pew or 

bench length per seat. For a flexible configuration consisting of moveable chairs, 

each seven square feet of the gross floor area to be occupied by such chairs shall be 

considered as a seat. 

Lodging, level 1 One and one-quarter off-street parking spaces for each room to rent in addition to 

two off-street parking spaces for the single-family residence. 

Lodging, level 2 One and one-quarter off-street parking spaces for each room to rent. 

Lodging, level 3 One and one-quarter off-street parking spaces for each room to rent. 

Personal services One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Business services One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Professional services One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area except for 

medical and dental offices. For medical and dental offices, one off-street parking 

space for every 250 square feet of gross floor area. 
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Ancillary services One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Product services, level 1 One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Product services, level 2 One off-street parking space for every 400 square feet of gross floor area, except for 

auto repair. For auto repair, four off-street parking spaces for each service bay. 

Sales, level 1 One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Sales, level 2 One off-street parking space for every 400 square feet of gross floor area. 

Sales, level 3 One off-street parking space for every 400 square feet of gross floor area. 

Ancillary sales One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Commercial child care One off-street parking space for every five possible seats in the main auditorium or 

assembly rooms. 

Commercial recreation, 

indoor 

One off-street parking space for every possible four seats in the auditoriums and 

assembly rooms based on maximum capacity as determined by the International 

Building Code; for bowling alleys, five off-street parking spaces for each alley. 

Commercial recreation, 

outdoor 

Director shall determine the standards to be applied for parking using as a guide the 

uses listed in this section that most closely resemble the uses proposed. 

Commercial 

entertainment 

One off-street parking space for every possible four seats in the auditorium(s) and 

assembly room(s) based on maximum capacity as determined by the International 

Building Code. 

Automotive fuel-

dispensing facility 

One off-street parking space for every two fuel pumps, if service bays are not 

provided. If service bays are provided, four off-street parking spaces for each service 

bay. 
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Vehicle wash Two off-street parking spaces per service bay plus one space for every two 

employees. In addition, a stacking lane or lanes capable of accommodating a 

minimum of 10 percent of the projected maximum hourly throughput of vehicles for 

the vehicle wash shall be provided near the entrance to the wash bay(s). One car 

length within the stacking lane shall be equal to the length of a standard parking 

space. 

Commercial parking lot None required. 

Animal clinic One off-street parking space for every 250 square feet of gross floor area. 

Kennel One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Adult entertainment 

facility 

Parking required as per underlying use. 

Restaurant 1 One off-street parking space for every three seats based on a seating plan submitted 

to the planning director showing a reasonable seating capacity for the dining area. If, 

at a later date, the business desires to add more seating than shown on the seating 

plan, additional off-street parking will be required at one off-street parking space for 

every three additional seats. Concurrency review under Chapter 19.10 GHMC may 

also be required if the additional seats generate any new p.m. peak-hour trips, 

require additional sewer capacity, or increase water consumption. 

One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of Gross floor area.4 

Restaurant 2 One off-street parking space for every three seats based on a seating plan submitted 

to the planning director showing a reasonable seating capacity for the dining area. If, 

at a later date, the business desires to add more seating than shown on the seating 

plan, additional off-street parking will be required at one off-street parking space for 

every three additional seats. Concurrency review under Chapter 19.10 GHMC may 

also be required if the additional seats generate any new p.m. peak-hour trips, 

require additional sewer capacity, or increase water consumption. 

One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of Gross floor area.4 
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Restaurant 3 One off-street parking space for every three seats based on a seating plan submitted 

to the planning director showing a reasonable seating capacity for the dining area. If, 

at a later date, the business desires to add more seating than shown on the seating 

plan, additional off-street parking will be required at one off-street parking space for 

every three additional seats. Concurrency review under Chapter 19.10 GHMC may 

also be required if the additional seats generate any new p.m. peak-hour trips, 

require additional sewer capacity, or increase water consumption. 

One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of Gross floor area.4 

Tavern One off-street parking space for every three seats based on a seating plan submitted 

to the planning director showing a reasonable seating capacity for the dining area. If, 

at a later date, the business desires to add more seating than shown on the seating 

plan, additional off-street parking will be required at one off-street parking space for 

every three additional seats. Concurrency review under Chapter 19.10 GHMC may 

also be required if the additional seats generate any new p.m. peak-hour trips, 

require additional sewer capacity, or increase water consumption. 

One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of Gross floor area.4 

Drive-through facility One off-street space for every two employees assigned to the drive-through service 

area. In addition, a stacking lane or lanes capable of accommodating a minimum of 

10 percent of the projected maximum hourly throughput of vehicles for the drive-

through facility shall be provided near the drive-through service area. One car length 

within the stacking lane shall be equal to the length of a standard parking space. 

Marina For moorages/slips less than 45 feet, one off-street parking space for every two 

berths; for moorages/slips 45 feet or longer, one space for every berth. All moorage 

facilities shall provide a minimum of two parking spaces. If a commercial or 

residential development is to be combined with a watercraft usage requiring 

parking, the usage which generates the larger number of spaces shall satisfy the 

requirements of the other usage.2 

Marine sales and 

service 

One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area except for 

boat sales and repair. For boat sales and repair, one off-street parking space for 
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every 400 square feet of gross floor area. 

Marine boat sales, level 

1 

One off-street parking space for every 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

Marine boat sales, level 

2 

One off-street parking space for every 400 square feet of gross floor area. 

Ministorage Two off-street parking spaces located near the office. Parking for loading and 

unloading purposes is allowed in front of individual storage units unless prohibited 

by the fire marshal. 

Industrial, level 1 One off-street parking space for every 1,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

Industrial, level 2 One off-street parking space for every 1,000 square feet of gross floor area, except 

for moving companies and distribution facilities. For moving companies and 

distribution facilities, one off-street parking space for each vehicle in use, at any 

time, in the conduct of business. 

Marine industrial One off-street parking space for every 1,000 square feet of gross floor area. 

Wireless 

communication facility 

None required. 

Accessory uses and 

structures 

Parking required as per underlying use. 

For any other use not specifically mentioned or provided for, the director shall determine the standards to be 

applied for parking using as a guide the uses listed above that most closely resemble the uses proposed. 

In instances when the calculation of the required off-street parking spaces for new or modified uses results in a 

fractional parking space, the number of parking spaces required shall be rounded up to the nearest whole 

number. 
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1 If the facility or home is used exclusively for the housing of the elderly, disabled or handicapped, the 

decisionmaker may allow a portion of the area required for off-street parking to be reserved as a landscaped 

area if the decisionmaker finds that the required off-street parking is not immediately required and is in the 

best interest of the neighborhood. 

2 See GHMC 17.48.070 for additional requirements for parking and loading facilities in the WM district. 

3 Guest parking shall be provided for all residential developments with 10 or more dwelling units or lots as 

follows: 

a. The minimum number of spaces shall be one guest parking space for every four dwelling units, with 

fractions rounded to the next highest number. 

b. Guest parking may be located: 

i. In a parking lot accessed by a public roadway, but not located more than 500 feet from the 

dwelling(s) it is intended to serve; and/or 

ii. In a central location within the subdivision as practical and may also serve as parking for active 

or passive outdoor amenities; and/or 

iii. Provided as on-street parking; and/or 

iv. In a location deemed appropriate by the planning director. 

c. Unless the parking is located on dedicated public right-of-way, the guest parking spaces shall be 

owned and maintained by the homeowners’ association. 

d. Off-street parking must comply with the off-street parking design standards pursuant to GHMC 

17.72.020. 

4 Temporary and/or seasonal outdoor dining areas are exempt from the requirements of 17.72.030. 

(Ord. 1393 § 8, 2018; Ord. 1209 § 1, 2011; Ord. 1171 § 3, 2009; Ord. 1066 § 5, 2007; Ord. 1047 § 2, 2006). 

17.72.XXX Director’s Authority to Modify Required Parking. 

A. The director may reduce required parking for any proposed uses in any zone to a level 

not less than the amount needed to serve parking demand to be generated by those uses as 

demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Director by a parking demand analysis performed by 

a licensed professional engineer and submitted by the applicant. 

1. Periodic Review. The Director may require periodic review of the reduced parking 

supply to ensure the terms of the approval are being met. 
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17.72.040 Off-street loading design requirements. 

A.  Off-street loading berths shall be provided on the same lot as the use the berths serve and 

shall not occupy the front yard of the lot; 

B.  No loading berth shall be located closer than 25 feet to a residential lot line unless screened 

by shrubbery or a fence or a combination thereof, any one of which must be approved by the 

planning director; 

C.  Each loading berth shall be designed with access to a street or alley in a manner that does 

not permit undue interference with traffic movement on the public street or alley; 

D.  Each required loading berth shall be at least 10 feet by 25 feet in size and 18 feet in height 

and shall provide 85 feet of direct access uninterrupted by any change in horizontal or vertical 

direction between the loading dock and the street; 

E.  Each loading berth surface and access area shall be improved with portland cement 

concrete or asphaltic concrete paving to the standards established by the city public works 

director; 

F.  Areas set aside for off-street loading berths shall not be considered as satisfying the 

requirements for off-street parking space and shall not be used for vehicle repairs or servicing; 

G.  No approach to loading docks shall exceed a seven percent slope; 

H.  All or part of the off-street loading requirements may be met by loading facilities within the 

buildings. (Ord. 573 § 2, 1990). 

Page 69 of 75



 

 

17.72.050 Off-street loading berth requirements. 

Off-street loading berths for passengers and freight shall be provided as given below and shall 

be on the same lot as the activity served unless the nature of the activities allows several 

owners to share a common location: 

A.  Public Uses. One berth required for each 25,000 square feet of gross floor area; 

B.  Commercial Uses. One berth required for each 10,000 square feet of wholesale commercial 

gross floor area; 

C.  Professional Services Use. One berth required for each 25,000 square feet of gross floor area; 

D.  Industrial Uses. One berth required for each 10,000 square feet of gross floor space; 

E.  Residential Activities. One berth required for any residential facility occupying more than 

50,000 square feet of gross floor area. (Ord. 1171 § 4, 2009; Ord. 1045 § 80, 2006; Ord. 573 § 2, 1990). 

17.72.060 Joint use of required parking spaces for the downtown 

business (DB), waterfront commercial (WC), general 

business (B-2), commercial (C-1) and residential and 

business (RB-1) districts abutting Harborview Drive and 

North Harborview Drive and within the View Basin 

neighborhood design area. 

A.  One parking area may contain required spaces for several different uses. Except as 

otherwise provided in this chapter, the required space assigned to one use may not be credited 

to any other use which will require parking space simultaneously. 

B.  To the extent that developments wish to share required spaces for two different uses, the 

spaces may be assigned to both uses provided one of the uses is a daytime peak use and the 

other is a nighttime peak use as defined below. 

1.  For the purposes of this section, the following uses may be considered daytime uses: 

government administrative office; financial institutions; professional services; retail stores 
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(sales level 1); industrial level 1 uses; restaurants that the planning director determines 

have principal operating hours during the day; and similar primarily daytime uses as 

determined by the planning director. 

2.  For the purposes of this section, the following uses may be considered nighttime uses: 

house of religious worship; clubs; commercial entertainment; restaurants that the planning 

director determines have principal operating hours during the night; taverns; and similar 

primarily nighttime uses as determined by the planning director. 

3.  Some uses are daytime and nighttime peak uses. These uses are not eligible for sharing 

of required parking spaces. 

C.  Joint use of parking as specified under this section shall be by written agreement between 

the developments using the parking facilities. The agreement shall be subject to the approval of 

the city. Said agreement shall be filed with the Pierce County auditor as a covenant running 

with the land and is deemed binding between the assenting parties. The parking agreement 

shall have a minimum term of five years and shall specifically provide that the party whose 

parking will be eliminated or reduced (the “affected party”) by the agreement’s termination shall 

notify the city at least six months prior to such termination. The affected party shall secure off-

street parking sufficient to meet the code-required parking for the use. (Ord. 1231 § 2, 2012; Ord. 

710 § 73, 1996). 
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17.72.070 Special provisions for lots with existing buildings in the 

downtown business district. 

Repealed by Ord. 1231. 17.72.075 Special provisions for existing buildings 

with existing nonresidential uses in the downtown business 

(DB), waterfront commercial (WC), waterfront Millville 

(WM), general business (B-2), commercial (C-1) and 

residential and business (RB-1) districts abutting 

Harborview Drive and North Harborview Drive and within 

the View Basin neighborhood design area. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, the nonresidential use of a building 

existing as of January 1, 2012, or a building for which the first certificate of occupancy has been 

issued at least three years previously, may change to another nonresidential use without the 

requirement to provide additional off-street parking spaces; provided, that any existing off-

street parking spaces allocated to the existing building are not removed or reduced. The 

existing building may be expanded or reconstructed; provided, that the number of off-street 

parking spaces for that expansion or reconstruction are provided consistent with GHMC 

17.72.030 and all other applicable requirements of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code. (Ord. 1231 § 4, 

2012). 

17.72.080 Joint use of required parking spaces for mixed use 

developments within the RB-2, B-1, B-2, C-1, DB, PCD-C, PCD-

BP, PCD-NB, ED and MUD zoning districts. 

A.  Mixed use developments that provide common parking areas may share required spaces 

for several different uses when those uses include both daytime and nighttime peak uses as 

defined below. When calculating the total required parking for the mixed use development, the 

parking required for either the daytime peak uses or the nighttime peak uses, whichever is 

smaller, may be reduced by 50 percent. 
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1.  For the purposes of this section, the following uses may be considered daytime uses: 

government administrative office; financial institutions; professional services; retail stores 

(sales level 1); industrial level 1 uses; restaurants that the planning director determines 

have principal operating hours during the day; and similar primarily daytime uses as 

determined by the planning director. 

2.  For the purposes of this section, the following uses may be considered nighttime uses: 

house of religious worship; clubs; commercial entertainment; restaurants that the planning 

director determines have principal operating hours during the night; taverns; and similar 

primarily nighttime uses as determined by the planning director. 

3.  All uses do not have to be categorized as a daytime or nighttime peak use. No reduction 

applies to uses that experience peak levels during both the daytime and nighttime. 

B.  When the use or uses change within a mixed use development and additional parking 

spaces are required as a result, it is unlawful and a violation of this chapter to begin or maintain 

such use until such time as the required off-street parking provisions of this chapter are met. 

(Ord. 1154 § 2, 2009). 

17.72.090 Electric vehicle charging station spaces. 

A.  Purpose. For all parking lots or garages, except those that include restricted electric vehicle 

charging stations. 

B.  Number. No minimum number of charging station spaces is required. 

C.  Minimum Parking Requirements. An electric vehicle charging station space may be included in 

the calculation for minimum required off-street parking spaces that are required pursuant to 

GHMC 17.72.030. 

D.  Design Standards. Off-street electric vehicle charging station spaces shall meet the 

provisions of GHMC 17.72.020, Off-street parking design standards. 

E.  Location and Design Criteria. The provision of electric vehicle parking will vary based on the 

design and use of the primary parking lot. The following required and additional locational and 

design criteria are provided in recognition of the various parking lot layout options. 
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1.  Where provided, parking for electric vehicle charging purposes is required to include 

the following: 

a.  Signage. Each charging station space shall be posted with signage indicating the 

space is only for electric vehicle charging purposes. Days and hours of operations shall 

be included if time limits or tow away provisions are to be enforced. 

b.  Maintenance. Charging station equipment shall be maintained in all respects, 

including the functioning of the charging equipment. A phone number or other contact 

information shall be provided on the charging station equipment for reporting when 

the equipment is not functioning or other problems are encountered. 

c.  Accessibility. Where charging station equipment is provided within an adjacent 

pedestrian circulation area, such as a sidewalk or accessible route to the building 

entrance, the charging equipment shall be located so as not to interfere with 

accessibility requirements of WAC 51-50-005. 

d.  Lighting. Where charging station equipment is installed, adequate site lighting shall 

exist, unless charging is for daytime purposes only. 

2.  Parking for electric vehicles should also consider the following: 

a.  Notification. Information on the charging station, identifying voltage and amperage 

levels and any time of use, fees, or safety information. 

b.  Signage. Installation of directional signs at the parking lot entrance and at 

appropriate decision points to effectively guide motorists to the charging station 

space(s). 

F.  Data Collection. To allow for maintenance and notification, owners of any private new electric 

vehicle infrastructure station that will be publicly available (see definition of “electric vehicle 

charging station – public” in Chapter 17.73 GHMC) shall submit information on the station’s 

geographic location, date of installation, equipment type and model, and owner contact 

information to the planning department. (Ord. 1220 § 3, 2011). 
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The Gig Harbor Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 1529, passed June 24, 2024. 

Disclaimer: The city clerk’s office has the official version of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code. 

Users should contact the city clerk’s office for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance 

cited above. 

City Website: www.cityofgigharbor.net 

Hosted by General Code. 

Page 75 of 75

https://www.cityofgigharbor.net/
https://www.generalcode.com/

	 CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
	 DISCUSSION ITEMS
	1. Skansie Netshed Foundation Lease Revision Request
	Agenda Bill
	Netshed Lease - Amendment 4
	Skansie Netshed Lease - Skansie Netshed Foundation 10-26-15 exp 2035
	SNF Insurance & Programming Memo 4-2024.docx-1
	SNF Programming Clarification-1

	2. Municipal Code Changes Related to Downtown Parking
	Agenda Bill
	Chapter 17.72 GHMC

	3. Automated License Plate Readers (ALPR) Policy Upda

	 ADJOURN

