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TO:  Historic Preservation Committee 
 
FROM:  Robin Bolster-Grant, Principal Planner 
  Planning Division 
 
SUBJECT: Additional Information for the February 6, 2024  meeting 
 
DATE:  February 1, 2024 
 
 
In preparation for our discussion next Tuesday, I had a chance to speak with Dawn Stanton, the city’s 
historic resource staff for many years. I learned quite a bit more about the Old Ferry Landing and 
wanted to pass along the information to your commission before we meet. 
 
In addition to serving the commercial fishing industry, the ferry was the entire community’s link to 
Tacoma and the “mainland” before the Tacoma Narrows Bridge was constructed and served the 
famous Mosquito Fleet that ran smaller passenger and freight boats throughout the sound. 
 
In answer to my question about why the Old Ferry Landing was deemed “ineligible” for nomination to 
the GH Registry, Ms. Stanton explained that the Gig Harbor Inventory (sent out as an attachment to my 
staff memo) was performed very quickly and without any exhaustive research by staff tasked with 
assessing the entire city in a very short period. 
 
Along with this memo letter, I am providing commissioners with the photos and other documents that 
Ms. Stanton sent to me. The additional information should help to ensure that you have everything you 
need to have a more thorough discussion of the value of the Old Ferry Landing. 
 
I also wanted to provide you with a link to the grant referenced on the agenda.  This is a grant provided 
by the Washington State Historical Society with the purpose of providing public access to history and to 
support the capital needs of facilities and organizations that preserve and interpret Washington’s history 
and heritage. 
 
There are a number of provisions of the grant that make it a challenge for Gig Harbor to implement. It is 
a 2:1 matching grant, and the reimbursement is received after the project has been completed.  
However, I wanted to give your commission an opportunity to review the material and share your 
thoughts. 
 
https://www.washingtonhistory.org/across-washington/grants/heritage-capital-projects/ 
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